that an interesting image. I don’t remember that he slept with her check in hand, but he may
have.) He finished up by saying, “Whenever I hear the wind blow I’m going to say in my mind,
“I’m going to love my Grandma forever.” Just today at the bus stop I pointed out the dogwood
trees nearby that were beginning to be tinged with color. It was a little blustery out and suddenly
a perfectly yellow leaf drifted down in front of us. Roland exclaimed, “Look Mom, wind rafts.”
Isn’t that an original expression--wind rafts. How do you nurture a talent like that in one so
young. I’m afraid that pointing it out to him might destroy the spontaneity of it all. I love his
prayers, but see him growing out of his original ideas in prayers as he becomes more conscious
of the rote nature of most of our prayers and begins to pick up words from other children and
adults. I wish I could freeze him in time. Oh, one more Rolandism. Night before last he put his
arms around my neck and said, “Mom, I love being six. I want to be six for a long time so |
don’t have to die.” Now I’m not sure where some of that was coming from. Our friend Phyllis
Kerby did die last July, and he has been asking why Grandpa Wood died. He’s probably just
coming to a realization that not everybody he loves or knows will be around forever, or maybe
something came up in a Primary lesson about the Plan of Salvation. I can see his thoughts
forming somewhere behind his eyes, and bubbling out his mouth. And I can never anticipate
what it will be, though it’s always original.

Sorry, I have another story about Roland. Barry, Roland and I were in the car headed to
the top of Lee Highway where we typically disgorge Barry and his bike (it’s mostly downhill to
D.C. from there) and then Roland and I proceed on our daily errands. While in the car [
mentioned that there had been a call on our machine from Hall’s Trees (we have caller ID). [
wondered aloud what Dad was doing out at the farm so early in the morning. Roland piped in, “I
didn’t know Grandpa had a farm.” We reminded him of the times we’d been out to the farm and
Barry mentioned that Grandpa raised Christmas trees. “You know what we should do, Mom, “
Roland interjected. “We should go on a plane and cut down a tree and bring it back for
Christmas.” We explained that it was a little expensive to get a tree in that manner and besides
it was too big to bring home on the plane. “Well, says Roland. “We could just put it in a
catapult and fling it to our home.” (I think this may have grown out of the castle toys we bought
him for his birthday. Included in the parts was a catapult.) When Barry commented that it
would certainly not make it all the way here Roland said, “UH-HUH, they can fling 2,000 miles,
you know!” He went on to tell us that catapults used to be used to fling flaming rocks into
castles during battles. I asked him how they got the rocks to burn. He enlightened me by saying
that all they had to do was strike the rocks together to make flames. Barry countered that you
could produce sparks that way, but probably not flames or fire. He insisted it was so, but I
suggested to him that maybe they tied bales of hay to the rocks and set the hay on fire. “Or
maybe,” I said, “they tied rags soaked in oil to the rocks and lit them on fire that way.” “Mom,”
Roland intoned in a voice of disbelief, “rags weren’t invented yet.” “Roland,’says his Dad, “rags
are just old used up clothes,you know.” “They are?” says Roland in amazement. Isn’t life
interesting?

I propose that we all send a poem to each other on birthdays. I confess to doing this on
occasion and also confess to my lines being overly mired in meter and rhyme and triviality.
Still, I think we should express ourselves in other mediums and actually miss reading the
beautiful poetry that Barry used to write to me. He wrote a beautiful poem on a bit of a whim to
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